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§483.50

§483.50 Laboratory, radiology, and

other diagnostic services.

(a) Laboratory services. (1) The facility
must provide or obtain laboratory serv-
ices to meet the needs of its residents.
The facility is responsible for the qual-
ity and timeliness of the services.

(i) If the facility provides its own lab-
oratory services, the services must
meet the applicable requirements for
laboratories specified in part 493 of this
chapter.

(ii) If the facility provides blood bank
and transfusion services, it must meet
the applicable requirements for labora-
tories specified in part 493 of this chap-
ter.

(iii) If the laboratory chooses to refer
specimens for testing to another lab-
oratory, the referral laboratory must
be certified in the appropriate special-
ties and subspecialties of services in
accordance with the requirements of
part 493 of this chapter.

(iv) If the facility does not provide
laboratory services on site, it must
have an agreement to obtain these
services from a laboratory that meets
the applicable requirements of part 493
of this chapter.

(2) The facility must:

(i) Provide or obtain laboratory serv-
ices only when ordered by a physician;
physician assistant; nurse practitioner
or clinical nurse specialist in accord-
ance with State law, including scope of
practice laws.

(ii) Promptly notify the ordering
physician, physician assistant, nurse
practitioner, or clinical nurse spe-
cialist of laboratory results that fall
outside of clinical reference ranges in
accordance with facility policies and
procedures for notification of a practi-
tioner or per the ordering physician’s
orders.

(iii) Assist the resident in making
transportation arrangements to and
from the source of service, if the resi-
dent needs assistance; and

(iv) File in the resident’s clinical
record laboratory reports that are
dated and contain the name and ad-
dress of the testing laboratory.

(b) Radiology and other diagnostic serv-
ices. (1) The facility must provide or ob-
tain radiology and other diagnostic
services to meet the needs of its resi-
dents. The facility is responsible for
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the quality and timeliness of the serv-
ices.

(i) If the facility provides its own di-
agnostic services, the services must
meet the applicable conditions of par-
ticipation for hospitals contained in
§482.26 of this subchapter.

(ii) If the facility does not provide its
own diagnostic services, it must have
an agreement to obtain these services
from a provider or supplier that is ap-
proved to provide these services under
Medicare.

(2) The facility must:

(i) Provide or obtain radiology and
other diagnostic services only when or-
dered by a physician; physician assist-
ant; nurse practitioner or clinical
nurse specialist in accordance with
State law, including scope of practice
laws.

(ii) Promptly notify the ordering
physician, physician assistant, nurse
practitioner, or clinical nurse spe-
cialist of results that fall outside of
clinical reference ranges in accordance
with facility policies and procedures
for notification of a practitioner or per
the ordering physician’s orders.

(iii) Assist the resident in making
transportation arrangements to and
from the source of service, if the resi-
dent needs assistance; and

(iv) File in the resident’s clinical
record signed and dated reports of x-
ray and other diagnostic services.

[81 FR 68863, Oct. 4, 2016, as amended at 82 FR
32259, July 13, 2017]

§483.55 Dental services.

The facility must assist residents in
obtaining routine and 24-hour emer-
gency dental care.

(a) Skilled nursing facilities. A facility
(1) Must provide or obtain from an out-
side resource, in accordance with
§483.70(g), routine and emergency den-
tal services to meet the needs of each
resident;

(2) May charge a Medicare resident
an additional amount for routine and
emergency dental services;

(3) Must have a policy identifying
those circumstances when the loss or
damage of dentures is the facility’s re-
sponsibility and may not charge a resi-
dent for the loss or damage of dentures
determined in accordance with facility
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